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October 2024

Reducing Youth Incarceration for 
Runaway and Truancy
A National Scan of Practice and Evaluability Assessments in Three Sites
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Urban Institute

Urban Institute’s Justice Policy Center conducts objective, rigorous, interdisciplinary research, 

evaluation, and policy analysis and delivers data-driven recommendations, training, and technical 
assistance. In carrying out our research, we seek to center the voices, experiences, and perspectives 

of the people, practitioners, and communities most affected by crime and the criminal legal system.
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Urban Institute ID Site Team

Bree Boppre
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Sam BachmanRussell Rowe
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Purpose and Goals

▪ Phase 1: Document how local communities implement 

policies, practices, and programs to reduce justice system 

contact for truancy and runaway status offenses, including 

strategies to comply with DSO requirements for the OJJDP 

Formula Grants Program

▪ Phase 2: Conduct evaluability assessments in three local 

jurisdictions implementing promising approaches that go 

beyond simply complying with DSO
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Advisors & Partners

▪ We partner with the National Center for Juvenile and 

Family Court Judges (NCJFCJ/NCJJ)

▪ We have an advisory board of four people
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Phase 1: Interviews, Internet Review, and Surveys with 
JJ Professionals/YSOs

Completed interviews with 29 states to assess DSO strategies across state jurisdictions

Conducted internet searches to supplement remaining states to identify promising and 

innovative approaches to select sites for evaluability assessment

In the process of fielding surveys with stratified random sample of juvenile justice court and 

system administrators as well as youth-serving organizations to learn more about DSO 

strategies and processes
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Phase 2: Evaluability Assessments

Research Question

• Are the communities identified for EA sites implementing policies, practices, and programs 

that can support rigorous outcome/impact evaluation methodologies able to assess: 

system functioning and youth outcomes (including by identity characteristics with 

identifiable outcomes)?

. 
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EA Site Selection Criteria
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C RIT ERIA

1. implement a variety of strategies both to address the root causes of truancy 

and runaway status offenses and if/how they are processed in the juvenile 

justice system;

2. demonstrate promising strategies in addressing overrepresentation of 

subgroups of youth, particularly youth of color, in the juvenile justice system; 

3. demonstrate success in deinstitutionalization to date;

4. implement models that hold promise for replicability in other jurisdictions; and

5. represent geographic diversity and variation in population characteristics 
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Evaluability Assessment Site Selection

▪ Use Phased 1 interview and internet search data to 

identify potential sites 

▪ Held half-day advisory group meeting
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Evaluability Assessment Activities

▪ Virtual planning meetings to connect with those 

leading efforts to plan out a site visit and study 

activities

▪ Background information (e.g., documentation of 

policies, program procedures, logic models/theories of 

change, relevant data catalogs, aggregate juvenile 

justice metrics over time, and other relevant written 

materials)
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Evaluability Assessment Activities

▪ 2-3 focus groups with youth and families currently or 

previously engaged with Bannock County's efforts

▪ Interviews with 5-20 stakeholders (system actors – 

such as school resource officers, police, court 

administrators, judges, probation – child welfare, 

school reps, community-based organizations 

collaborating on the efforts, etc.)

▪ Option to do a program/group observation if relevant
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Evaluability Assessment Activities

▪ Most work can be done virtually/remotely

▪ Planning for 2-3 day site visit in December where 

some activities can occur 
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Deliverables & Dissemination

• Research brief published on Urban Website

• Brief site reports published on Urban Website 

• Practitioner guide published on Urban Website

• Site and conference presentations

• Draft outcome/impact evaluation plans for sites 

deemed evaluable & recommendations for sites not 

ready for evaluation
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